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Reducing the Risk
of Abuse in the Church
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Nursery and Childcare Guidelines




















Rehoboth’s purpose for children’s ministry is to nurture children’s


spiritual growth and development by teaching God’s Word, demonstrating God’s love while providing a safe place where they can participate


in worship and service to the Lord.























Director of Childcare Ministries: 


Carrie Neblett


615-500-7557  • carrie.neblett@gmail.com  





Church Office:


615-822-3966  •  churchum@gmail.com
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Rehoboth values keeping ministries safe and follows the policies and procedures 


of the Safe Sanctuaries Guidelines as outlined by the General Conference of the 


United Methodist Church to reduce the risk of abuse in the church.








The Children’s Ministry Council has defined:


Nursery: Children Infant through Pre-Kindergarten


Childcare: Children Kindergarten through 4th Grade





Nursery is provided for the following:


9:00 a.m. Worship


10:30 a.m. Sunday School - Infant through Age 3 (after August 15)


11:15 a.m. Worship


6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Activities


*Nursery/Childcare staff and approved volunteers will be present 15 minutes prior to services and 5 minutes prior to Sunday School.





Sunday School is provided for the following: 


Nursery – Infant through Age 3


Pre-K – Age 3 through Age 5


Rotation – Kindergarten through 4th Grade


*One month prior to Step-Up Sunday (typically, the second Sunday in August), children who are age 3 by August 15 and potty trained may transition into the Pre-K Sunday School class by splitting their time between the nursery and the Pre-K class.


**Children who are age 5 by August 15 and entering Kindergarten will move into Rotation Sunday School on Step-Up Sunday. 





Special Event Nursery and Childcare Coverage:


In requesting coverage, notify the church office (822-3966 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:churchum@gmail.com" �churchum@gmail.com�) at least 48 hours in advance with the number of children coming and their ages.


Jelly Bean Tree Room: Nursery


Drama Room: Childcare 		





Prior to Leaving Home


Please bring supplies (diapers, wipes, etc.) in labeled diaper bag.


No personal items should be left in the bag (wallet, keys, money, etc.).





Receiving and Dismissal of Child


Fill out information card prior to leaving child; for the protection of the children, only one adult family member will be permitted in the nursery/childcare area at a time.











Your child should be signed "IN" and "OUT" including the location of the parent/guardian dropping off/picking up the child. A beeper will be assigned to you and will be turned back in when you pick up your child. Parents must remain on Church property while the child is in the Nursery/Childcare.





Nursery/Childcare staff and approved volunteers will screen each child for illness upon the child entering the room.  Children who exhibit potentially contagious symptoms will not be admitted, and parents/guardians will be notified via beeper to pick up children who become ill or inconsolable while in nursery/childcare.  Examples of potentially contagious symptoms include but may not be limited to: 


Fever during previous 24 hours without medication


Visible eye discharge


Vomiting and/or abnormal gastrointestinal functions


Skin rashes (assessed & admitted at workers’ discretion)


*Nursery/Childcare staff and approved volunteers are not permitted to administer medication to children at any time. 





IMPORTANT:  Please pick up your child 5-10 minutes after dismissal of Sunday School or Church Service and return beeper. A person designated on the annual participation form MUST be the one picking up their child from the childcare areas, not a sibling.





General Safety


Staffing for nursery/childcare must be in compliance with Safe Sanctuaries Policy. No child should be left in the Nursery/Childcare without a worker present.





All nursery/childcare rooms are compliant with Safe Sanctuaries Policy (dutch door, viewing windows).





Criminal background checks are completed on all nursery/childcare staff and approved volunteers.





Annual Safe Sanctuaries Training is required for all approved volunteers.





Two nursery/childcare staff and/or approved volunteers are scheduled for each area at all times.





All toys and playing equipment are cleaned/sanitized weekly. Hand washing is routine for all staff and approved volunteers and children. Strict sanitary diaper changing guidelines are followed.











Effective September 2016 by the Children’s Ministry Council

